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The University of Groningen and the city of 
Groningen joint challenges and goals
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The University of Groningen more than 400 
years of history

1614: Ubbo Emmius, 
first Rector Magnificus

1763: Petrus Camper 
becomes professor at 
the UG

1850: A new academy building

1871: Aletta Jacobs, 
first female student

2014: Celebration 400 years UG

1988: Prof Eric 
Bleumink, Rector 
Magnificus (1984-’88) 
and UG president 
(1988-2000)
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Nobel Prize winners

Feringa and King Carl Gustaf of Sweden

King Gustaf VI Adolf of Sweden and Zernike

• Nobel Prize for Chemistry – 2016

Ben Feringa (alumnus and staff) 

• Nobel Prize for Physics – 1953

Frits Zernike (staff) 

• Nobel Prize for Medicine – 1937

Albert Szent-Györgyi (staff, 1922-1926) 

• Nobel Prize for Physics – 1913

Heike Kamerlingh Onnes (alumnus)
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Facts & figures

Research university

More than 31,000 students

48 Bachelor's programmes 

5,800 FTE staff  (23% international)

11 Faculties

10 Graduate schools

125,000 Alumni

Turnover: € 670 million
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Societal themes

Energy and climate change

Sustainable society

Healthy ageing
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Energy Aacdemy Europe 
• Connects all curricula on energy in Groningen

Societal theme: Energy
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Groningen Energy and
Sustainability Programme
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Societal theme: Healthy Ageing

12

Focus on life trajectory
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Healthy Ageing is …

› Focus since 2006 in patient

care, education and research

› Life course!

› Prevention, innovative

treatment and understanding

mechanisms of disease

› Leading 4 star region in 

Europe on Active and Healthy

Ageing
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Regional partners

The Netherlands
• Campus Fryslân
• ASTRON
• University of Twente
• Wageningen University

Germany
• University of Oldenburg
• UG North West Germany, 

Papenburg
• Meyer Werft
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The city is our campus

City Centre Faculty of Behavioural and Social Sciences

Healthy Ageing Campus Zernike Campus
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Education
High standards of teaching and 

learning International classroom

Learning communities
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Research

Amina Helmi, Professor of Dynamics, 
Structure and Formation of the Milky Way

Fundamental researchMultidisciplinary research

The Aletta Jacobs School of Public Health 

Avebe’s innovation centre at Zernike Extensive research into the Groningen 
earthquakes from many different angles

Earthquake researchNorthern Knowledge
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Examples of cooperation City of Groningen 
and University of Groningen

Focus on energy and Healthy Ageing

- United Nations Global center on Adaptation

- Man Made Blue Zone Selwerd

The city of Groningen = University of Groningen



19|20-12-2018

• Launched in December 2018 

• coordinated by the CARTIF Technology Centre

• Lighthouse cities: Groningen and Oulu

• MAKING-CITY will address and demonstrate advanced 

procedures and methodologies based on the Positive Energy 

District (PED) during 60 months. 

Making City casus
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More information?

Maarten Eisema

EU Liaison Officer, University of Groningen

m.h.eisema@rug.nl

@MaartenEisema

Floor de Jong

Manager International Affairs, Municipality Groningen

floor.de.jong@groningen.nl

@FloorGroningen

Pieter Faber

EU Representative, Cities Northern Netherlands

p.faber@citiesnorthernnetherlands.eu

mailto:m.h.eisema@rug.nl
mailto:floor.de.jong@groningen.nl

