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SPEAKERS

Maurizio Bona
Senior Advisor, Relations with Parliaments and Science for Policy
European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN)

Elaine France
Founder, Flow In Action 

Margareth Hagen
Rector, University of Bergen

Nadia Isler
Director, SDG Lab

Jacques Ducrest
Delegate of the Federal Council for the 2030 Agenda
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Switzerland

Yves Flückiger
Rector, University of Geneva

Maurizio Bona holds a Doctor degree on material 
science. He participated in the design and deve-
lopment phases of CERN’s LHC superconducting 
magnets. He was instrumental to develop the 
CERN network of relations with other interna-
tional organizations and to obtain the status of 
Observer for CERN in the General Assembly of 
the United Nations. His present main focus is on 

strengthening bridges between science and Parliaments.

Elaine France worked for 25 years as a change-maker 
and understands the challenges of taking action as 
a global citizen, growing sustainable solutions from 
within communities, rather than ‘doing’ to them. 
She works to create a circle of impact, empowering 
each one so that we share and transfer skills around 
the globe, so that lasting positive change happens 
organically from the inside out.

More info >>

Margareth Hagen is Professor of Italian Lite-
rature. Her research has focused on the re-
lationship between poetics, literature and 
history in 16th century Italy. In recent years, 
however, she has worked on issues at the in-
tersection between the humanities and natu-
ral sciences. Margareth Hagen is rector at the 
University of Bergen since January 7, 2021. She 
was elected rector for the next four-year period until August 2025.

More info >>

Nadia Isler has a long career in international 
development with several years of field expe-
rience in bilateral cooperation and extensive 
experience in multilateral affairs within and 
outside of the UN system. The SDG Lab works 
with a diverse ecosystem of actors that are 
focused on delivering the 2030 Agenda and 
identifies strategic opportunities for conver-
gence, including but not limited to: United Nations and intergo-
vernmental organizations, Member States, Civil society and NGOs, 
Academia and Private sector.

More info >>

Jacques Ducrest is a swiss diplomat. In March 
2019 he was appointed Delegate of the Swiss 
Federal Council for the 2030 Agenda. In this 
capacity, he chairs the 2030 Agenda Steering 
Committee, which is the strategic guiding and 
coordinating body for sustainable develop-
ment policy at Swiss federal level.

More info >>

Yves Flückiger holds a degree in 
Economics and Sociology as well 
as a doctorate in Political Economy. 
He joined the Faculty at the Uni-
versity of Geneva in 1992 directing 
the University Employment Ob-
servatory and the Leading House 
center of excellence in Education 

Economics. Since 15 July 2015 he has been the Rector of 
the University of Geneva and since February 2020, the 
President of swissuniversities.

More info >>

https://www.flowinaction.org/about.html
https://www.uib.no/en/rektoratet/109236/rector-margareth-hagen
https://www.sdglab.ch/en/team
https://www.eda.admin.ch/agenda2030/en/home/organisation/delegierte-des-bundesrates-fuer-die-agenda2030/jacques-ducrest.html
https://www.unige.ch/rectorat/en/home/recteur-yves-fluckiger-2/


Paul Ladd
Director, United Nations Research Institute 
for Social Development (UNRISD)

Anna Panagopoulou
Director, European Research Area (ERA) & Innovation,  

Directorate General Research and Innovation, European Commission

Francesco Pisano
Director, United Nations Library & Archives Geneva

Alexis Roig
CEO, Scitech Diplohub

Stephan Mergenthaler
Head of Strategic Intelligence, Member of the Executive 
Committee, World Economic Forum (WEF)

Jürg Lauber
Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations (UN) in Geneva
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), Switzerland

Paul Ladd has been Director of UNRISD since 
October 2015. Before taking up this position 
he had spent 10 years with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), where most 
recently he had been Director of the team 
supporting consultations and technical inputs 
for the 2030 Development Agenda. UNRISD is an 
autonomous research institute within the UN 

system that undertakes interdisciplinary research and policy analysis 
on the social dimensions of contemporary development issues.

More info >>

Since July 2021, Anna Panagopoulou has been Di-
rector of ‘ERA & Innovation’ at the Research and 
Innovation DG of the European Commission. The 
directorate is responsible for Research and Innova-
tion Policy, reinforces at crosscutting level the en-
gagement with citizens and society, with academic 
and research organisations and with research and 
industrial infrastructures. The directorate is also 
responsible to promote dialogue on research and  innovation policy, in-
vestments and reforms. Ms. Panagopoulou has been in the Commission 
in various policy and management roles for 24 years. 

More info >>

Francesco Pisano is an expert in international affairs 
with a professional background in humanitarian af-
fairs, risk management, and research on knowledge 
systems. He has studied international relations with 
a specialisation in diplomatic studies and conflict re-
solution, and law with a focus on public international 
law. He is a member of the UN Geneva Senior Mana-
gement Team. The UN Library & Archives Geneva is a 
centre for research and knowledge exchange, a space dedicated to cultural 
diplomacy and international outreach.

More info >>

SciTech DiploHub, the Barcelona Science and Technology 
Diplomacy Hub, is a pioneering nonprofit public-private 
partnership backed by Barcelona’s leading research centers, 
universities, startups, corporations and public institutions 
that positions Barcelona as a global lab in science diploma-
cy for cities and governments around the world.
Alexis Roig holds a master’s in Computer Science, an MBA 
from EM Normandie Business School, and a Postgraduate 
degree in Diplomacy from the United Nations Institute for Training and Research. 

More info >>

Stephan Mergenthaler oversees the Forum’s 
global expert networks as well as its strategic 
analysis capacity on global trends. Prior 
to joining the WEF, he served as Research 
Associate with the Global Public Policy 
Institute in Berlin (GPPi). He holds a PhD 
in International Relations from Humboldt 
University Berlin.

More info >>

Since 1st September 2020, Jürg Lauber has been the Perma-
nent Representative of Switzerland to the UN and to the 
other international organisations in Geneva. From 2015 to 
2020, he served as Permanent Representative of Switzer-
land to the UN in New York. He continues to chair of the 
Open-ended Working Group on developments in the field 
of information and telecommunications in the context of 
international security. Before joining the FDFA in 1993 he 

worked in peacekeeping missions in Namibia (UNTAG) and Korea (Panmunjom). 
Jürg Lauber has a law degree from the University of Zurich.

More info >>

https://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/people.nsf/(httpPeople)/6C7C1059A58B1543C1257EE000511FFE?OpenDocument
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/research-and-innovation
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/knowledge/library
https://www.scitechdiplohub.org
https://www.weforum.org/strategic-intelligence
https://www.eda.admin.ch/missions/mission-onu-geneve/en/home/organisation/message-d-accueil.html


Nicolas Seidler
Director, Geneva Science Policy Interface (GSPI)

Ludovic Thilly
Chair, Coimbra Group Executive Board

Tatiana Valovaya
Director-General, United Nations Office at Geneva (UN Geneva)

Soumya Swaminathan
Chief Scientist, World Health Organisation (WHO)

Workshop and reception

Nicolas Seidler has been the Executive Director of the GSPI 
since October 2018. Backed by leading research institutions 
in Switzerland and Europe, the GSPI is an independent, 
neutral platform that leverages synergies between actors 
of the International Geneva ecosystem and an extensive 
network of researchers by facilitating connections, sup-
porting collaborative processes and inspiring effective 
practices at the interface of science, policy and implemen-

tation. Previously, Nicolas Seidler spent 10 years as Senior Policy Advisor at the 
Internet Society. He holds a Masters in International Relations and a Masters in 
Communication and Media Sciences.

More info >>

Ludovic Thilly is a Physicist and works on the defor-
mation mechanisms of (nano-)materials. He is Full 
Professor at the University of Poitiers. Since 2012, he is 
Executive Vice-Rector in charge of European Networks. 
Member of the Executive Board of the Coimbra Group 
since 2015, he was elected Chair in June 2017 and 
re-elected in June 2020 for four years.

More info >>

Tatiana Valovaya is the 13th Director-General of 
the UN Geneva and the first woman to occupy 
this position. She has more than 35 years of ex-
perience in public service, diplomacy and journa-
lism. Ms. Valovaya holds the scientific degree of 
Candidate of Economic Sciences. She has written 
more than 170 scientific and journalistic publi-
cations on issues of international monetary and 
credit relations, European and Eurasian economic integration and 
multilateral cooperation in the CIS framework.

More info >>

Heads/high-level representatives of UN agencies, as 
well as permanent representatives to the UN will be 

invited to the workshop and/or the reception.

Dr Soumya Swaminathan was appointed WHO’s first 
Chief Scientist in March 2019. She is a paediatrician 
and a globally recognized researcher on tuberculosis 
and HIV. Dr Swaminathan was Secretary to the Go-
vernment of India for Health Research and Director 
General of the Indian Council of Medical Research 
from 2015 to 2017. She received her academic training 
in India, the United Kingdom, and the United States 

of America, and has published more than 450 peer-reviewed publications 
and book chapters.
The Science division’s role is to ensure that WHO stays ahead of the curve 
and leverages advances in science and technology for public health and 
clinical care, as well as ensuring that the norms, standards and guidelines 
produced by WHO are scientifically excellent, relevant and timely. 

More info >>

https://gspi.ch
https://www.coimbra-group.eu
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/director-general/biography-mandate
https://www.who.int/director-general/who-headquarters-leadership-team
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AIRPORT
GENÈVE AÉROPORT

UNITED NATION
PALAIS DES NATIONS

HÔTEL ROYAL

HÔTEL JADE

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS
AND RED CRESCENT MUSEUM

BODMER
FOUNDATION

LE VIEUX BOIS
RESTAURANT

VENUES

The Bodmer Foundation
Founder of the Bibliotheca Bodmeriana, Martin 
Bodmer (Zurich, 1899 – Geneva, 1971) put together 
one of the most important private collections in the 
world of papyri, manuscripts, incunabula, and rare 
books, including a Gutenberg Bible, Shakespeare 
in Folios, manuscripts by Rousseau, Mozart, Proust, and many others.
The Foundation’s site, overlooking Lake Geneva, houses 
approximately 150,000 items from 80 different cultures reflecting 
three thousand years of human civilization on Earth. 
19 route Martin-Bodmer, 1223 Cologny, Geneva
More info >> 

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum
The Museum of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) is located next to the organisation’s 
headquarters. The ICRC was founded in 1863 and bases 
its work on the Geneva Conventions of 1949. It is now 
one of the global key players in humanitarian action. 
The permanent exhibition allows the public to explore 
three major challenges in today’s world: Defending Human 
Dignity, Restoring Family, Reducing Natural Risks. 
17 avenue de la Paix
More info >>

Palais des Nations
The United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG) 
is the second largest UN centre after the 
UN headquarters in New York. Through 
partnerships between governments, civil society, 
research, academia and other international 
actors, UNOG works hard to achieve the SDGs by the year 2030.
The Palais des Nations was built between 1929 and 1938 to serve 
as the headquarters of the League of Nations. It is located in the 
beautiful Ariana Park, with an outstanding view of Lake Geneva.
Pregny Gate (visitors entrance)
14 avenue de la Paix
More info >>

Le Vieux-Bois Restaurant
This Gastronomic restaurant is part of the Hotel management 
School, by being the initiation restaurant for students. 
Ideally located in the green setting of Ariana Park, the 
Vieux-Bois restaurant is next to the Palais des Nations.
12 avenue de la Paix
More info >>

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bodmer+Museum/@46.2153258,6.1803276,19.09z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x478c656764d94d9d:0xa6f2f74af9b6a850!2sRoute+Martin-Bodmer+19,+1223+Cologny!3b1!8m2!3d46.2152682!4d6.1806293!3m4!1s0x478c65676c25e105:0xc48cc1b2b68389ca!8m2!3d46.2154297!4d6.180744
https://fondationbodmer.ch/en/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Mus%C3%A9e+international+de+la+Croix-Rouge+et+du+Croissant-Rouge/@46.2277336,6.1352874,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x478c64facf0bca81:0x20262e68f22b4d94!8m2!3d46.2277235!4d6.137483
https://www.redcrossmuseum.ch/en/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Office+des+Nations+Unies+%C3%A0+Gen%C3%A8ve+Entr%C3%A9e+des+visiteurs/@46.2267019,6.1393926,18.11z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x478c64fcaacb2e3f:0x57fddfd910a9ee1c!2sAvenue+de+la+Paix+14,+1202+Gen%C3%A8ve!3b1!8m2!3d46.2266244!4d6.1404279!3m4!1s0x478c64fb481df5a9:0xcc646fe5845996ea!8m2!3d46.2271478!4d6.1390131
https://www.ungeneva.org/en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Restaurant+Vieux+Bois/@46.22654,6.1379743,19.81z/data=!3m1!5s0x478c64fb2da8b77b:0xa47f9b6f6a2025e3!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x478c64facf0bca81:0x20262e68f22b4d94!2sMus%C3%A9e+international+de+la+Croix-Rouge+et+du+Croissant-Rouge!8m2!3d46.2277235!4d6.137483!3m4!1s0x478c64fb2bdf5997:0xa525e4ec7de5cc0b!8m2!3d46.226945!4d6.138073
https://www.ehg.ch/en/food-and-beverage-concept-in-geneva/restaurant-vieux-bois-in-geneva/

