Report on the workshop on “Internationalization of Higher Education Institutions in Ethiopia: Challenges, Opportunities and Way Forward”

Introduction

The workshop on “Internationalization of Higher Education Institutions in Ethiopia: Challenges, Opportunities and Way Forward” is organized by Mekelle University within the framework of the AUDIS(EDULINK) project. It is a one day workshop held on 23 May 2009 at Milano Hotel, Mekelle, Ethiopia. 
Objectives of the workshop

For Ethiopian Universities at large and Mekelle University in particular to be part of the changing world, strengthening the international dimension becomes a major issue. The objectives of the workshop were:

· To look at the international dimension of higher education institutions in Ethiopia and to point out the way forward,

· To have an overview of the possible challenges and way forward in the process of internationalization

· To share the experience of other international universities

Participants

There were 57 participants drawn from Mekelle University, sister institutions in the northern cluster of universities in Ethiopia, Catholic University of Leuven and an international expert from Pavia University, Italy. All department heads, college assurance heads, college deans, directors and top management of Mekelle University were represented. Moreover, all sister institutions in the northern cluster of universities in Ethiopia namely Universities of Axum, Debre Birhan and Semera were represented. Only Debremarkos University was missing. 

Presentations

The workshop dealt with the issue of internationalization at three tiers:

First from an international perspective. The international expert Prof. Parigi presented on “Internationalization and formation of linkages in higher institutions: Challenges and ways”. Internationalization experience at Catholic University of Leuven and VLIR-UOS and funding opportunities for Ethiopian Universities were presented by Martine Dikoninck, International Officer of KULeuven and Dr. Hans Bauer, Project Coordinator of MU-IUC respectively. 
Second, from national perspective, i.e., national policy in regard to internationalization of Ethiopian Higher Institutions. Dr. Tesfaye Teshome, General Director of Higher Education Relevance and Quality Agency (HERQA) presented on “Quality Assurance for Enhancement of Higher Education in Ethiopia: Challenges faced and lessons learned”.
Third from University perspective – internationalization activities at Mekelle University (i.e., the experience so far, challenges, opportunities and a way forward) was presented by Dr. Kindeya Gebrehiwot, Academic Vice President of Mekelle  University.

Discussion
Following some reflections given after each presentation, a general discussion session was opened by the discussion session chair Prof. Mitiku Haile, President of Mekelle University. He thanked all participants and urged for the general discussion by focusing on how to strengthen the international dimension of Mekelle University. 

During the discussion a number of issues including but not limited to the pros and cons of internationalization, the steps that need to be taken to bring quality of education in the Ethiopian Higher Education Institutions including giving autonomous rights to higher education institutions, problems of brain drain and how internationalization aggravates or minimizes brain drain, the initiatives so far to internationalize Mekelle University and what should be done to strengthen the international dimension, were raised and discussed. 
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