REPORT ON THE SUMMER SCHOOL AT PADOVA University– SEPTEMBER 2nd TO 12th, 2007

Objectives (reminder)

The Summer School that has been hold in Padova from September 2nd to 12th, 2007 has been aimed at a better understanding of the mechanisms linked to poverty and exclusion in ACP countries, with a special accent put on African countries.

The objectives of this initiative, which has been funded by several universities of the Coimbra Group (mostly Padova, plus Barcelona, KULeuven, UCLouvain) were threefold:

First, it was supposed to serve as a place of confronting views between ACP graduate/doctoral students and European scholars on a subject-matter that was to be appraised in a transversal and interdisciplinary manner.

Second, it was aimed at contributing to stimulate debates within and between the ACP, mostly African, members of the Diaspora which are often only regarded in their capacity of returnees and not as potential intellectual challengers in the European setting.

Third, the Summer School was to bring an added value to the European dimension of high learning that would benefit both the European teachers and the African graduate/doctoral students.

Unfolding
The Padova Summer School has hosted 31 students coming from Africa, Middle East, Asia, Europe and Latin America (out of about 40 that have been initially registered) and registered in  12 European universities, as well as professors coming from 7 universities of the Coimbra Group.

The details of the programme of lectures that took place between September 3 and 12 are mentioned in the web site (http://www.unipd.it/programmi/coimbra/ACP%20TF/home_en.html).

The methodology has consisted in lectures followed by a general debate, and next by discussion groups aimed at resituating the subject-matter with the help of two tutors.

One and half day has been devoted to a local case on exclusion, that of the “Via Anelli” which has transformed itself into a ghetto and a place of hard delinquency. During the visit, participants (doctoral students and professors) have met the Imam of the mosque, his daughter, two ex-inhabitants of the housing  estate and an Ugandese cross-cultural mediator who has participated into the management of the crisis.

The last morning of the session has been devoted to evaluate the work realised during the Summer School through discussion within the students and a specific questionnaire. (See the results below). Some Task Force members of the Coimbra group who came for the meeting organised at the closure of the Summer School attended this evaluation.

Evaluation
A questionnaire has been filled out by twenty four participants. In fact, some students who had to catch their flight early in the morning could not participate to this evaluation.

Below is the synthesis of the answers given to the different questions, a synthesis including some elements of the debate that took place in the morning.

· Structure and organisation of the Summer School : All the comments have been positive (from “good” to “very good”). Students have expressed one regret : the session has been too loaded and time was generally missing for a debate on the exposes.

· Learning : Most of the comments have been positive. Many students have emphasised the importance of the interdisciplinary dimension in their research.

· Congruence with individual research : Most of the exposes have been found very interesting by themselves, even though some subject matters did not coincide necessarily with the research orientation of participants. Comments were rated “good” to “very good”.

Some more specific questions were asked : they had to be rated between 1 (“very bad”) to 10 (“excellent).

· Accommodation : The general rate is between 8,4 out of 10. Almost half of the participants have rated as “excellent” the hospitality (10/10)

· Time organisation : The average rate is 7 out of 10. Some students would have wished to have one day free rather than half a day as it was the case.

· Linguistic knowledge : For the English-speaking students, who were a majority, the average rate is 6,8. For the French-speaking students, the rate is 6,2. For the Italian-speaking students, the average rate is 5,5 (See comments below).

· Tutorship : The average rate is 8,4 out of 10. A great majority has rated between 9 and 10 the work and role performed by the two tutors.

· Co-ordination : The average rate is 8/10. Students have strongly appreciated the availability of the Summer School organisers.

· Participants: The average rate is 8/10. The participants have been greatly satisfied by a collective and stimulating experience where everybody found at ease during the session.

Comments and Recommendations

It is obvious that the Padova Summer School, that has been a premiere as far as the ACP Task Force is concerned as well as for the students, has been a success story due to the hospitality, to the feeling of group belonging and to the quality of the work that has been accomplished. All the participants have greeted the event as such and have unanimously wished that the experience be renewed.

A few corrective measures and possible changes could however been brought.

· The theme for the next Summer School could remain general, but participants, graduate and doctoral students, wish that more place be reserved to discussions on their personnel and specific master or thesis research. To this extent it would be useful to launch a data bank on theses and master researches carried out by African students attached to the Coimbra Group universities. We wish to remind that an (incomplete) data bank on the specialisation of the teachers belonging to the Coimbra group has been realised earlier (See with J.C. Willame) 

· The next session should foresee more “free time”. The 2007 session has been very tiring and students have got the impression to be “overloaded”, even though this has not altered their enthusiasm and their positive appreciation on the final result.

· An at least passive knowledge of the French and English language is required. A few tensions have emerged during the session, although, except for one case, all the exposes and/or summaries (power point or otherwise) of the teachers have been presented in the other language.  

· The Summer School experience should be renewed every two years. This would allow more preparation (search for additional external financing, search for specialists from universities that would not eventually been members of the Coimba Group, better criteria for recruitment, etc.) The two organisers of the 2007 session could be performing the role of “passing the torch” and relaying with the new organisers.

· From informal contacts between the ACP Task Force members, it appears that the University of Barcelona could be an interesting place for the next session. The representative of that university within the ACP Task Force is going to investigate that possibility.

· The idea of organising a Summer School in Africa has also be launched. It would provide the opportunity for African teachers to invest in that type of experiment. But, in this case, the financial means brought by the member universities of the Coimbra Group, that have amounted to about 33.000 euros (coming most of all from the University of Padova), would not be enough. It will be necessary to contact other more large donors, possibly in the framework of EDULINK. 

· A website on the Summer School could be open within the Coimbra Group website. This would allow the students who have attended the 2007 session to keep in touch, to ^publish dossiers and other new related to the following up of the Summer School initiative, as well to help the participants in setting up new joint research programmes.

To conclude, we have launched a good product that should be promoted and be continued
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